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discovered in fifty years that what he writes is
bad, when will he discover it ? " On the other
hand Nizami favours the young poet with hopeful
talent, and generously remarks that " it is proper
to patronise him, a duty to take care of him, and
an obligation to maintain him." The minor
poets of to-day have not these glowing advan-
tages !

The most ingenious example of a poetic im-
provisation in this Discourse is, perhaps3 one
given by Rudagi in connection with the pro-
tracted stay of Amir Nasr b. Ahmad in Herat.
Pour years the Amir camped with his army in
this town, with its twenty different varieties of
grape and beautiful narcissus. " He preferred
Herat to the Garden of Eden." But at length
the Amir's captains and courtiers grew weary of
being absent so long from Bukhara, where they
longed to see their wives and children again.
They offered Rudagi, the poet, five thousand
dinars if he could persuade the Amir to quit
Herat and return to Bukhara. Rudagi, at an
opportune moment, took up his harp and sang
the following song to the Amir:

The sands of Oxus, toilsome though they be,
Beneath my feet were soft as silk to me.
Glad at the friend's return, the Oxus deep
Up to our girths in laughing waves shall leap.
Long live Bukhara 1   Be thou of good cheer I
Joyous towards thee hasteth our Amir!